THE CRISIS IN GREECE, DECEMBER 8, 1944

to the Greek Government, which is the constitutional Government
and which can only be displaced by a free vote of the people.

At an hotel in the Lebanon in May, 1944, a long meeting was held
between the Papandreou Government and the leaders of all parties in
Greece, including E.A.M., whom we brought out by air. An agreement
was reached to establish a joint Government which could take over
power in Athens when, with or without the help of the Allies, it was
freed from the Germans. At the same time we prepared in deepest
secrecy our British expedition. We did not think it necessary to tell
anyone about it, not even the Greek Government. It was duly
authorized by the British and American Chiefs of Staff. Secrecy
was all important, and secrecy in this case was also preserved. Mr.
Papandreou repeatedly appealed to us in the name of his Government
of all parties, including the Communists and E.A.M., to come to the
rescue with armed forces, and was much disappointed when I was
unable to give him any definite reply. Our first move was to bring
the Greek Government from Cairo, where they were living, to Caserta,
which was the headquarters in Italy, so that they might be ready to
go in should we at any time find it possible to provide the troops,
about which we said nothing. When all was in readiness and the
right moment came, General Wilson struck by air and by sea, and this
enterprise, like so many others, which the House must not forget in
judging this afternoon the fate of the National Government, was
marked by excellent timing and extreme efficiency, and was also
crowned with complete success.

The British troops were welcomed enthusiastically as they entered
Athens, and so also was the Greek Brigade, which had mutinied earlier
in the year, but had now been freed from the mutinous element. I
took great trouble about this Brigade, to give it a chance to redeem its
reputation. It not only redeemed its reputation, but won renown for
the Greek army by entering Rimini at the head of the Allied Forces
and wresting it from the Germans. This Brigade now came back to
Athens, having heaped coals of fire upon the Italian heads which had
invited the Germans to ruin Greece, by helping the Italians to drive
the Germans from Italy itself; and it was received with a great welcome
in the streets of Athens. By this time M. Papandreou had gathered
no less than six E.A.M. representatives into his Government, and also
the leader of the Liberal Party, Mr. Sophoulis, a veteran and venerable
counsellor of 84 or 85 years of age. Mr. Sophoulis was already com-
plaining that too many E.A.M. and Communist representatives were
already installed in places of power. M. Papandreou, however, is a
man of the Left, a democrat, a Socialist, not a Liberal or anything like
that, in fact almost everything that is supposed to be correct nowadays,
and M. Papandreou put his trust in those six gentlemen.
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